THE DECCA TREE

The Decca Tree was a revolutionary method of recording orchestral or group

music. Developed by engineers Roy Wallace, Arthur Haddy and Kenneth

Wilkinson in 1954, the Decca Tree combined the signal of 3 omnidirectional
microphones to create a 2-track with unprecedented sound quality.

The Decca Tree used three microphones (rather than the then-traditional two),
which were arranged in a triangle. Although exact spacing was not necessaty,
the two side microphones were usually arranged one metie from the centre,
with the middle microphone placed one metre forward. All were roughly two
and a half metres above the ground. Audio from the centrie miciophone was
fed equally to both left and right channels, while left and right microphones
were routed to their respective sides. This created a more spacious effect
than competitors of Decca could provide.
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